HEAVENLY HAIL
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say to him, ‘So said HASHEM, the God of the Hebrews: Send out My people that they may serve
Me. {4For this time | shall send all My plagues against your heart, and upon your servants, and
your people, so that you shall know that there is none like Me in all the world. '> For now |
could have sent My hand and stricken you and your people with the pestilence and you would
have been obliterated from the earth. 16 However, for this have I let you endure, in order to
show you My strength and so that My Name may be declared throughout the world.

17 ‘You still tread upon My people, not to send them out. 18 Behold, at this time tomorrow [
shall rain a very heavy hail, such as there has never been in Egypt, from the day it was
founded until now. ° And now send, gather in your livestock and everything you have in the
field; all the people and animals that are found in the field that are not gathered into the house
— the hail shall descend upon them and they shall die.” "

@Whoeuer among the servants of Pharaoh feared the word of HASHEM chased his servants
and his livestock to the houses. 2! And whoever did not take the word of God to heart — he left
his servants and livestock in the field.

22 HASHEM said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand toward heaven and there will be hail in the
entire land of Egypt, on man and beast, and on all the grass of the field in the land of Egypt.”
#3)Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and HASHEM sent thunder and hail, and
fire’ went earthward, and HASHEM rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 24 There was hail,
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«5The severest of the plagues?

o 14. mioyn-by — AllMy plagues. This expression implies that

N

'\ exceedingly difficult, Rashi identifies this as n

the plague that was about to begin would be the severest of
all the plagues. In a comment that the commentators find \
D3 noy, the

Plague of the Firstborn, rather than the hail, about which

- _&Moses was now warning Pharaoh. Two questions are obvi-

ous: “'/hy would the Torah allude to the tenth plague at this
point in the narrative, when the seventh plague is about to

—<ommence? And if the reference here is to hail, as most com

/< mentators explain, why is it referred to as all My plagues?

To explain Rashi, the following are some of the ap
proaches that are offered: (a) Rashi should be vowelized nax
nima3, the plague of the early-ripe fruits, since the hail de-
stroyed only the crops that were fully grown, but not those
that were still growing and pliant [v. 31]. The reason this
plague was regarded as so serious was because it struck at
the food supply (R’ Yaakou of Orleans ). (b) The current set of

plagues culminated in the Plague of the Firstborn. Thus
Rashi’s reference is to the plague that was the climax of the
current series (Gur Aryeh, Abarbanel). (c) An old Rashi
manuscript has the word nyx3, famine; i.e., the worst plague

; ! : ) 7 is the hunger caused by the hail (Minchah Belulah).
and fire flaming amid the hail — very heavy such as had never been in the entire land <~ According to other commentators, this verse refers only

of Egypt, from the time it became a nation. 2> The hail struck in the entire land of to the hail. The term *nojn Y3 should be rendered many of My
—_——— Pplagues, meaning that the plague of hail consisted of many
~ components: thunder, rain, hail, fire, death to people and -
animals, and destruction of crops. Indeed, verse 27 implies |
that Pharaoh was more frightened by this plague than by the 4
e others, because only here did he confess that “I and my peo-
— e ple are the wicked ones"” (Ibn Ezra, Rashbam, R’ Bachya).

hen warning Pharaoh of the impending plague of hail (173), Or HaChaim comments that up to now Pharaoh had al-
S t s ) ways suspected that Moses was a magician or had some su-
Moshe informs Pharaoh that this time (N1 ppaa) Hashem perior knowledge of impending phenomena. During the
will send all of His plagues against Pharaoh’s heart (implying % hail, however, the king came to realize that God, not Moses,
the severet plague). Sl s
In response to the question (raised by numerous commentators), why @ as if all My plagues were being inflicted at the same time.
is this single plague of hail (172) described as *riagn 53, all My plagues, we
S§pmay suggest that one aspect of this plague was truly unique — Pharach’s
1055 of free will (M7'm3). Whereas in the past (during previous plagues)
Pharaoh hardened his heart (2% mi fiy7a 72771), in this instance Hashem S
strengthened Pharaoh’s heart so that the supernatural plague had no e
/impact. As the pasuk implies, I will direct My plague toward your heart} =hiTat
7 (727 98). There is no greater “plague” than the denial of free will (please
e O e = CCUEOTEA T i UBersiafi 15.5) and ATm op¢ bipw 7YY, 77apn Y T MR 73w Y8R 1an 379 BYWAT Bl
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IN ORDER TO understand the significance of the warnings that pre-
ceded the plagues, we need to understand the purpose of the plagues
themselves. The Maharal discusses this topic in Gevuros Hashem

(Chap. 57) in his explanation of a Midrash that is quoted in the
Haggadah:
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Rabbi Yehudah arranged the plagues in mnemonic groups:
D’TZ4"Ch [Dam (Blood), Tzefardein (Frogs), Kinim (Lice)];
ADa"Sh [ Arov (Wild animals), Dever (Pestilence), Shechin (Boils));
-BACha"B [Barad (Hail), Arbeh (Locusts), Choshech (Darkness),
Bechoros (Smiting the Firstborns)).
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8 “What novel idea does Rabbi Yehudah introduce with these
groups, and why do we need them?” asks the Maharal




b

S D’TZa”Ch, AD4"Sh, BACha’B
Demonstrate the Methodology of the Plagues

THE MAHARAL POINTS out that Rabbi Yehudah perceives the plagues as
an orderly and organized serics, with each of the three groups shar-
ing a common factor and conveying a common lesson. Studying the
- Torah’s account of the plagues reveals a cyclical pattern. Warnings .
were given before the first two plagues (blood and frogs), which /
( were followed by the third plague (lice), which arrived without
\.any warning. Similarly, the fourth and fifth plagues (wild animal
and pestilence) were preceded by warnings, while the sixth plague
{boils) was not. The same pattern is repeated with the seventh and
eighth plagues (hail and locusts), for which warnings were given,

while for the ninth plague (darkness), there was no warning, A
warning was then given before the tenth and final plague (smiting
the firstborns).

I S e

se> The Plagues Were Intended
to Root Out Three Levels of Denial

IN GUR ARYEH, the Maharal explains that the three groups of plagues
(~J were directed at three levels of denial.

'The first level of denial claims that there is no G-d and that every-
?ng happens by chance as a result of natural processes and is not
orchestrated by Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
~ dhe second level of denial posits that while G-d exists, there is no
individualized supervision — no direct Providence (hasgachab pra-
#s). According to this view, while Hakadosh Baruch Hu created the

world and runs it, that which befalls each individual is of no concern

to the world’s sublime and exalted Creator, for after having created
the world, He left it to its own devices, placing it under control of the
forces of nature that He created.

o The third level of denial'claims that while there is a Divine Being

who supervises cach and every individual, He is not the sole ruler of
the world, and He cannot alter the natural order, for He no longer
controls the forces of nature that He created. '

The plagues came to uproot these three levels of denial,

The first series of plagues came to demonstrate G-d’s existence,
as it says, “With this you shall know that I am G-d” (Shemos 7:17).

The second series demonstrated the existence of individualized
Providence, as it says, “So that you shall know that I am G-d in the
midst of the land” (ibid. 8:18).

The third series of plagues was intended to show that there is
no other poer bcs1des G-d, asit S So that you shall know that

: N
well, because it is part of Egypt; however, Hakadosh Baruch Hu mi-
raculously distinguished between them for Yisrael’s sake.”

Similarly, before the plague of pestilence it says, “Hashem will
distinguish between Yisrael's livestock and the Egyptians’ livestock,
and nothing belonging to Bnei Yisrael will die” (ibid. 9:4). Here too,
there was no apparent reason for the disease not to affect Goshen
along with the rest of the country. The plague of boils would also
have been expected to affect the country’s entire population, yer it
was only the Egyptians who suffered.
~/ These differentiations between Yisrael and Egypt demonstrated to
Pharaoh that in operating His world, Hashem distinguishes between
one individual and another. Therefore, His supervision must be not gen-

 eral, but individualized. This did away with the second level of denial.
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s The Third Group of Plagues (B4Cha"B)
Demonstrated That No Power Exists Besides Him

THE PLAGUES OF hail, locusts, darkness, and smiting the firstborns
came to teach Pharaoh that Hakadosh Baruch Hu rules the universe
{ alone and that no forces of nature are independent of Him. These )

{were all unique phenomena that the world had never before experi- \
! enced and that clearly could not be ascribed to regular natural forces. /
No other being could have made these things happen, and therefore,
the world must be under the sole control of G- d, who has no equal.

The Torah therefore writes in connection with these plagues, “So

<& 2 N
S that you know that there is none like Me in the entire land.”

“For from the plagues of wild animals, pestilence, and boils
(ADa”Sh), they knew only of His presence in the land,” writes the
Mabharal, “but that He has no equal and that He is the only Power
over everything, they didn’t know. Therefore, when Hakadosh Baruch
Hu brought upon them B4 Cha”B, wondrous plagues that had never
happened before. These attested that there is no other like Him.

( None of the last group of plagues had ever happened before, for it
/ says about the plague of hail, “There had been nothing like it’ (ibid./L

~ The last group of plagues (BA4Cha"B)‘came from the heavens, and
then came smiting the firstborns, for man’s soul is sublime and comes
from above.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu showed Pharaoh through these three groups
of plagues that Pharaoh ought not to consider himself a deity, for
Huakadosh Baruch Hy rules over everything in existence, from the
lowest level to the highest, without exception.

1o
se> Each Group of Plagues Was a Distinct Unit

EACH GROUP OF plagues had its own common thread and its own
specific goal. Each group conveyed a distinct lesson in faith in order.

to dispel a particular erroneous notion and took place on a particular
level of existence.
This is why Rabbi Yehudah divided the plagues into three groups,
D’TZ4"Ch, ADa”Sh, and BACha”B, and explains his mnemonic. It
also explains why separate warnings were delivered at the beginning
of each group of plagues, for each one was a distinct, separate unit.
We now also understand why when Hakadosh Baruch Hy wanted
to bring the plague of hail, which was the first plague of the third
group, He told Moshe to warn Pharaoh “For this time, I am sending
all My plagues to your heart,” which included a warning about smit-,
{ ing the firstborns. “All these four plagues of B4Cha”B are considered
\

a single unit,” writes the Maharal. Thus, the opening warning of the

this unit of plagues.
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I know that you and your servants do not yet fear
Hashem Elokim (Shemos 9:30).

After the plague of hail, Moshe tells Pharaoh, “I know that you
and your servants do not vet fear Hashem Elokim.” Aside from
the pesukim that describe Creation, this is the first time that the

qkTprah refers to Hashem as both Hashem and Elokim. We find this
‘complete” Name of Hashem used before Adam sinned as well as in
roference to the end of days: both periods marked by a clear revela-
.fion of Hashem. If so, why, does the plague of hail warrant the use
" of both Names of Hashem?

We say at the end of Shemoneh Esrei, “He makes peace in the
heavens.” The shamayim is made up of both fire and water, and
Hashem makes peace between them so that they can coexist in a
single entity. Similarly, fire and ice coexisted in each piece of hail to
bring a veritable piece of heaven down to earth. Rashi tells us that
Hashem gaised Moshe above the heavens so that he could bring
about the plague of hail. Moreover, the first three plagues originated
“from water and dirt — the lowest elements on earth — and the sec-
ond group of plagues involved the animals that walk the earth, while

these indicators demonstrate that from the plague of hail onward,
there was a palpable revelation of Hashem'’s glory, culminating in
Makkas Bechoros, which was
carried out by Hashem Himself.
This revelation of Hashem'’s
¢ glory merits His full Name:

( the hail and the subsequent plagues emanated from the heavens. All \

“Our avodah is to gain
clarity in “Hashem” — the
e ¥ H 4
Creator, Who is “Elokim TP
— the One Who watches Our avodah is to gain clarity

all that we do.”’s in_"Hashem” — the Creator,

&Who is “Elokim” — the One

Who watches all that we do. The more of this clarity one has, the
easier it will be for him to exercise his bechirah properly. One who
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reaches a high level of this clarity has tapped into the wellspring of

- Hashem’s glory that Will reach its ultimate revelation during the end

of days. .
(Shiurei Chumash)
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.conviction that He alone is the Creator, and He never relin-
quished any control to another force. The idea that He created e 3E
the world independently means that every iota of matter, every TR VR W RIM BP0 KM AP0 10K NS KA

Rarticle and every quark, was fashioned by Him personally. But O¥YR - Panss Wb AT A DB ?7"':" 123 AM33 3’;‘; WK

> \)
we can take this concept much further. Our world is not com- Gy mp on entd ABEY DX jpnd 1P OND W min MW N e
PO 5rh b 553 T Swed Wop v R WY ANK DINA

one mispna » Swed pwn nowes e o _vwwn
,STANM PN A mmn Twdh e v e ey Sy Sapb

posed merely of physical matter; it is filled with all sorts of meta-
physical and non-physical entities as well. Concepts, thoughts,
emotions, and all other intangibles are also elements of His

handiwork. Happiness and sadness, the pain of defeat and the mow mwbnm mb3p A A3 TWA AMS3 ane Fonni>
thrill of triumph — these, too, were created by Him. After all, Oy v DIND TIN DMAAY DN DMRNR Mpana
since there is only one Creator, without Him these elements sim- NN ANDW — TOMRY AN T A NMa sntwnn wpb ,’7:_.‘! 1
ply could not exist. Jonb 1 v T % pws wan DN D P M
We tend to mentally categorize events and circumstances into (1,013 Swnnm omab map) DM TN Amnws oD 59 Sy ;)
ertain boxes. Some occurrences we tend to view as acts of Hash- /Doy PR DS 83 YSYPa T ,Oreb3 AITTPI whY PN e §
gachah, a function of the hand of Hashem, while other events we L( @2@1’3_1'2 o wem

casually accept as somewhat random happenings. An apprecia-
tion of Yichud Hashem eviscerates this distinction, however. T

To illustrate, let's examine how we make sense of the challeng- -&)\3 - v S(\cN i _g {
es, or even tragedies, that confront us. These events can be quite % e o us
difficult to come to terms with intellectually. In our mind, a strong oY
believer in Hakadosh Baruch Hu would fortify himself with trust

-
) . ace : s 78 ¢ > \
in Hashem in the face of such a difficulty, and turn to Him asking ;,3 ym.:;) n:‘:;l’";D’:'f;ﬁ;:ip’:z’n:::‘m"w BeaY 93¢
e o ’
that He fix what is broken and make everything right: He should ARRLIR,2. PP 2 MNP 20D WANINS VYT 11 10 220
— BN nnwn Pax bown nnws Pa R aavein bon sanwnb

L oo G DTSy
KO0 = AN A0 20T 5D AN M Ty BUR) wnmn a1 vmow
NI SO DX 1Y Tabb v1n abvawa g ks -

cure this ill person. He should help that person land a job. He
should find the other person a shidduch.

L ~ Yet asking that Hakadosh Baruch Hu save me from sickness in S N AP EBWRY I BIR SRWYD s N 09T BA 8RS )
the sense that the sickness exists out there, as some sort of inde- DRI (Y ALY TR 0D LYY B RYY n3 THhw 19T X R wveEn
pendent entity, is a completely flawed perspective. Yichud Hash- DUYTNON BRI VYN RO ANDT VYT VImNa s a 19% 0
em means that every single thing comes from Him. Not just the s aby. Bwh e v
cure I hope for, but the illness as well. Not just my next job, but = ITN33 BYYIBN B — B YWiby 5
the challenges I experienced in the last one as well. Sickness and SR DRI PWR AR o b /i a1 BYhwns 1B Yhmae
hardship are creations, too, and could not exist without His want- i s T il e i
ing them to exist. Every single thing we experience originated - -
through the will of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, T ' =

= hmlirgl i 53 TP

S g . \ P91 RPY PRINA NR RI2 N7apn 199 ,ARMAN YINN AT PR DI PIRD
want from me? What message is He sending me? Am I properly i
MO NR JMIRIN NP2 PRTOYN NRT NPV YN0 PRN v PINY

deciphering the message? ,
Alife challenge may be Hashem’s way of prodding me to do fe- - PIND 532 70V 180 Y07

shuvah. It might be intended to serve as a catalyst to help me grow

. N N79aM NONN NoN oINnD DYn mMaad pnad T2 non v am
into a bigger, better person. Regardless of why the trouble befell ' e Likr 20 Amon

me, the first step in coming to terms with it is to acknowledge that IYYIN M990 YADN XD KV IPRY R 'R 1T RYD pa 2"1an?
nothing happens by itself. It's just one more facet of that same URY ,NoNN NREY INTPY MRYOM MR MIR INRY 010 NYan
beam of light. RIR_)NINY 10 Yvn 7V 9 5-R N2 NVHYYWa pavp RYY HHYa N
JMND 71D T2 NNA NP TYRn MnY my» ny1ah yhn pion 5o
anY” .nTva IREIY NANIM DTRN 99 HY VIMN JTIR PR PMIRNINY

How Does This Affect My Daﬂy Life? pa yora WMy AR NTa D TWR 991 Tpn DR Ivh nby
_ AN NNN AVHRNYD NRY HIRYY W D 92T RPY 1D QI0R 0N
Pl
V4 /l/’! veryihing i ou lives, whether we perceive it gs good JI¥D MY PYHn moynn Y» nwiann Avnn Y IWaR) NNY noa
: s . . sy T
“. /7 orbad, is a manifestation of the hand of Hashem. Rather Jan 'na s ponn T8 BRIy DX DmMRRa DR 1’anb'0

] z::’i-.:gr/'thanmerelypinning our hopes on Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s _ (DP9 WIATY NIV MRIPNA PPNY) ,MIWaNN NYa MYwIa akym
! salvation — the end of the tale — we need to see His handwriting | 219V mba NPy DIRD YNDN_ NN TY AWITRR NN NNTAY A
on every single page of the story. Each twist and turn is Hashem, { J219n2 w30 90 137 PMYY NOIN RN NIND NNT .MPYYT DYWH MYV
yet again. Because there is no other power in the universe, every j D3N INTI2I INTIN DIN YY YHIM 1Y TWR 991 MInm 1wl [TIR TN
detail must necessarily be set in motion by Him alone. T mnn HIPRY N2 PR MY NOR NN N MTINY_RINYTIN 1INY
%}‘Don’t just grow from happily-ever-after endings. Don’t limit  yypy DPTRI MOR 1MNN 29 AW 27 — DIDRD PRI 1290 200N
your connecting to Hashem to seeking the cure. The difficulty it-
self is His doing as well. He is reaching out to you. It is your job to
figure out how to interpret that message, and how to respond o
it. Grow from the challenge. He is talking o vou
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know that the Maamaros correspond to the Ten Sefiros, ten energies or pow-
ers from which Hashem created the world.

The division of the makkos reflects the division of the Sefiros. As the
Sefiros are split into a set of seven and a set of three, so are the makkos di-
vided into a set of seven and three. The makkos in Va'eira correspond to the
seven lower Sefiros: Chesed — Kindness; Gevurah — Strength; Tiferes —
Beauty; Netzach — Victory; Hod — Submission; Yesod — Foundation
and Malchus — Kingship. The three makkos in Bo correspond to the three

higher Sefiros.2’ The seventh middah, Malchus, corresponds to barad.*!

e

39

While Malchus is a very complex Sefirah to thoroughly and accurately ex-

UNDERSTANDING MALCHUS — KINGSHIP

lain, it is true to describe Malchus as revelation. When one reveals one’s
plain, A\

inner selves to others, this exerts a kind of influence and leadership that

~ is called Malchus, Kingship. Malchus can also be explained as manifesta-

tion — when one’s deepest will is brought to fruition and is revealed in

\ tangible results.
% ‘When Hashem reveals Himself, His creations recognize Him, are

flled with yiras Shamayim, awe of Heaven, and accept Him as their G-d.
Then, His deepest desire for creation, that He should be able to bestow
«goodness, is fulfilled.> ‘

-3 But this is a delicate process. Because if Hashem reveals Himself too

suddenly or forcefully, mankind’s acceptance of Him would not be willing.

We would be too overwhelmed by His light to resist, we would be “forced”
into recognizing Hashem as our G-d.

The story of history is that of the slow and complex manifestation of
Hashem’s Malchus. There are periods of revelation, interrupted by periods

of hiding. The periods when Hashem hides Himself allow us to feel a void

and search for Him. Together, revelation and hiddenness enable the pro-

cess of the manifestation of Hashem’s Malchus to proceed.

The goal of the makkos was Malchus, that Hashem be revealed and ac-

THE MAKKAH OF MALCHUS WAS CUT SHORT

secepted by Man as G-d. While each makkah played a crucial role, the mak-
- kah of barad, which corresponded to Malchus, was the goal.

Already with the warning of the makkah, Malchus started being man-
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EAHd then the barad started to fall. Suddenly, Pharaoh and his ser-
vants were gripped by this new, highly uncomfortable sensation of yiras

Shamayim. They were forced to admit that Hashem was right and they

were wrong,
And 'they couldn’t take it. They couldn’t bear all of this yiras

Shamayim. “Please get rid of this barad, let the Jews go!” Pharaoh begged
Moshe. Moshe responds “You don't yet truly fear Hashem. You are un-
der the temporary influence of the makkah of yiras Shamayim and you
gxren’t allowing it to finish its course, to do all of its work, to manifeit_ all
of Hashem’s Malchus and bring the world to perfection. As soon ﬂbis
makkah goes, you will revert back to your earlier self and refuse to let

»23

than Tacien ~-tt

.X Had Pharaoh allowed all of the barad to fall, the world would have
become a perfect place, all evil would have disappeared. There would
have been no need for arbekh, choshech and makkas bechoros because the

barad would have accomplished what these last three makkos were sup-
posed to.

ifest. Suddenly, a new creature emerged — an Egyptian in possession of

genuine yiras Shamayim. True, there were those who brought in their live-
stock before dever, but then Moshe Rabbeinu had not advised them to. To
listen to the advice of a fzaddik, even if that advice makes good sense and

is to one’s benefit, requires yiras Shamayim, as an evil person is resistant to
obeying anything a tzaddik says.

/J But Hashem had commanded Moshe to listen to Pharaoh if he asked
that a makkah should end. The manifestation of Malchus cannot be forced.
At that point, the world wasn’t ready for perfection.
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BARAD IN OUR TIMES

Since the barad stopped eatly, there are still battles to be fought. Most crit-
ically, there is Milchemes Gog U'Magog at the end of times. Milchemes Gog
U’Magog, sefarim teach, is primarily the spiritual war against emunah that
we are facing right now as we head towards Mashiach.**

When Moshe Rabbeinu saw that barad would have to be stopped, he
understood that at the end of days Jews would have to struggle for every

bit of Malchus, of yiras Shamayim. Therefore, he wanted to daven not mer ely
/ that the makkah should stop — that was simple — but that it should re- )
{_ main suspended in heaven, reserved for when Jews would be in desperate )
(\ need of an infusion of yiras Shamayim. For such a prayer, he required n™2 /
092 and needed to exit the city.
~~ Moshe Rabbeinu’s tefillah was answered. Despite our enormous strug-
gles, there will remain committed, Torah-true Jews to greet Mashiach.
o The leftover Malchus of barad continues to fall, preserving us spiritu-
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